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Commissioner  of  Assessing  CITY  OF  BOSTON  Associate  Commissioners  of  Assessing 

iWRENCE  F.    FALLC 
JOHN  F.  MORLEY 


theooore  v  anzalone  ASSESSING   DEPARTMENT  LAWRENCE  F  FALL0N 


301  CITY  HALL  SQUARE 


February  6,  1970 


RE:   HOME  IMPROVEMENTS 


Your  letter  addressed  to  Mayor  White  concerning 
home  improvements  in  the  City  of  Boston  has  been  for- 
warded to  me  for  answer. 

Please  he  advised  that  I  have  reviewed  the  list 
of  home  improvements  that  you  included  with  your  letter 
and  agree  that  the  same  type  of  improvement  can  be  made 
without  an  increase  in  the  tax  assessment  on  the  property. 

In  reference  to  your  second  paragraph  wherein  you 
ask  clarification  of  the  term  "complete  modernization",   . 
please  be  advised  that  in  my  opinion  "complete  modernization 
would,  of  course,  be  when  the  interior  of  the  building  was 
completely  removed  and  then  totally  rebuilt. 

If  there  are  any  further  questions  regarding  this 
matter  please  feel  free  to  call  me, 

Very  truly  yours, 

Theodore  V.  Anzalone 
Commissioner  of  Assessing 


TVA/t 

NOTE?  This  does  not  mean  that  if  your  building  is  underassessed  to  begin  with  that 
it  cannot  be  reassessed.  Also,  if  more  income  results  from  the  improvements 
there  can  be  a  reassessment. 
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MAYOR  COLLINS,  IN  1962,  LISTED  THE  FOLLOWING 

HOME  IMPROVEMENTS  THAT  COULD  BE  MADE  WITH  NO 

INCREASE  IN  TAX  ASSESSMENT 

.INEIDE     .:■ 

1.  New  furnace  replacing  one  of  the  same  type. 

2.  Automatic  hot- water . 

3.  Plaster  repairs, 

4.  Redecorating  (painting  and  wallpaper), 

5.  New  kitchen  cabinets,  cupboards  and  counters. 

6.  Added  closets  or  other  bull t= ins. 

7.  New  ceilings. 

8.  New  wall  surfacing. 

9.  Add  built-in  vent  fans, 

10.  Wiring  modernization,  including  additional  electrical  outlets 

11.  Replace  plumbing  and  light  fixtures  (if  not  part  of  complete  ' 
modernization) .  ,  l 

OUTSIDE 

1...  Repointing,  repairing  *nd   replacit*  e*i*Lia9  masonry. 

2.  New  roof.  J 

3.  Repairing  and  replacing  porches  and  steps. 

4.  Remove  unused  porch  or  exterior  trim. 

5.  Repairs  to  fire  escapes. 

6.  Replacing  window  sash  and  sills. 

7.  Insulation,  weather  stripping,  storm  windows  and  doors. 
«.  Exterior  awnings  and  window  shutters. 

9.   Add  or  replace  gutter  downspouts. 
10.   Outside  painting. 

AROUND  THE  HOME 

1.  Outdoor  electric  cable  and  outdoor  lights. 

2.  Repairing  or  replacing  private  walks. 

3.  Replace  dilapidated  sheds  and  garages .with  rear  lot  parking 
area.  •* 

4.  ^ving  rear  lot  parking  area  (less  than  500  sq.ft.) 

5.  New  fences  or  walls. 

6.  Lawns,  landscaping,  lawn  sprinkler  systems. 

/.   New  sheds  to  store  garbage  and  rubbish  containers. 


